
WASTE DEEP Extensions & Resources 

 
Extension Activities 
 
Waste Deep can be a springboard for conversations, advocacy, and action on waste-related topics 
beyond this class period and beyond the school walls.  

● Students can generate their own card to add to the set, based upon independent research or 
their life experiences and observations. 

● Take a field trip to one of these facilities to learn more about NYC waste: 

○ Sims Metal Management (Sunset Park, Brooklyn) 

○ Pratt Industries Paper Mill (Staten Island) 

○ Freshkills Park (Staten Island) 

○ Newtown Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant (Greenpoint, Brooklyn) 

○ Sure We Can (Bushwick, Brooklyn) 

○ Lower East Side Ecology Center (East Village, Manhattan) 

○ A waste transfer station in your neighborhood 

○ A community garden or urban farm in your neighborhood with a compost system 

 

Additional Resources 
Articles and Websites 

● Waste Journeys (Open House NY) 

● Is It Possible for New York City to Have Zero Waste? 

● Freshkills: Landfill-to-Park Timeline 

● 5 Parts of NYC Built on Garbage 

● More Than Half of New Yorker’s Recyclables Go in the Trash 

● Life Near a Landfill: The Towns and People Who End up with NYC’s Trash 

● What Could Disappear? 

● Environmental Justice Atlas 

 

Videos 

● Sims Recycling Profile 

● Our Deep-Sea Garbage Dump 

● Where Does New York City's Trash Go? 

● The Junk Food Truck 

http://journeys.gettingtozero.nyc/
http://www.ohny.org/
http://www.popsci.com/it-possible-new-york-city-have-zero-waste
http://timeline.freshkillspark.org/
http://gizmodo.com/5-parts-of-nyc-built-on-garbage-and-waste-1682267605
http://www.villagevoice.com/2016/07/14/more-than-half-of-all-new-yorkers-recyclables-go-in-the-trash/
http://citylimits.org/2015/05/22/life-near-a-landfill-the-towns-and-people-who-end-up-with-nycs-trash/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2012/11/24/opinion/sunday/what-could-disappear.html?mtrref=undefined&gwh=7C9F19B324CAF84D6FA271AE898DB65F&gwt=pay&assetType=opinion
https://ejatlas.org/
http://coolhunting.com/design/chv-sims-recycling
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2349062/Our-deep-sea-garbage-dump-18-000-hours-footage-shows-Pacific-seafloor-heaped-man-trash.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6LzB6rMDtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82UWJHQiq3E


Lesson Plans 

● Environmental Justice Lessons (Teaching Tolerance) 

○ Middle School 

○ High School 

○ Progressive City Planners 

● Buy, Use, Toss? A Closer Look at the Things We Buy (Facing the Future) 

● Climate Choices (NAAEE) 

● Lesson from The Learning Network (The New York Times) 

○ Do You Ever Feel Guilty about What, or How Much, You Throw Away? 

○ How Do You Try to Reduce Your Impact on the Environment? 

○ Plastic Pleas 

○ Talking Trash About the Oceans 

○ Floating Flotsam: Studying the Causes and Effects of the Pacific Garbage Patch 

○ Bottled Water or Tap: How Much Does Your Choice Matter? 

○ Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

● STEM Gowanus Urban Ecology Curriculum (Gowanus Canal Conservancy) 

 

For more information about school recycling, visit: 

● Recycling Champions, GrowNYC 

● Office of Sustainability, Division of School Facilities, DOE 

● Schools Division, Bureau of Recycling and Sustainability, NYC Department of Sanitation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more resources and downloadable Green Team  
materials, check out the Recycling Champions website 
www.grownyc.org/RCP 
 

http://www.tolerance.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/environmental-justice-middle-grades
http://www.tolerance.org/supplement/environmental-justice-high-school
http://www.tolerance.org/lesson/progressive-city-planners
https://peacelearner.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/buy-use-toss-complete-unit.pdf
https://www.facingthefuture.org/
https://naaee.org/sites/default/files/eif_high_school_teacher_module8.16.16.pdf
https://naaee.org/
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/03/20/do-you-ever-feel-guilty-about-what-or-how-much-you-throw-away/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Flearning
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/12/04/how-do-you-try-to-reduce-your-personal-contribution-to-climate-change-and-environmental-degradation/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Flearning
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2004/05/11/plastic-pleas/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Flearning
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2000/07/18/talking-trash-about-the-oceans/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Flearning
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/11/floating-flotsam-studying-the-causes-and-effects-of-the-pacific-garbage-patch/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Flearning
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/science/bottled-water-or-tap.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fscience
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2007/10/11/reduce-reuse-recycle/?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Flearning
http://www.gowanuscanalconservancy.org/ee/index.php/gcc_news/gcc_news?id=181
http://www.gowanuscanalconservancy.org/ee/
https://www.grownyc.org/recyclingchampions
http://schools.nyc.gov/community/facilities/sustainability/
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/zerowaste/schools.shtml

