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Brnnk!yn students pianteﬂ 447 nahve trees and shrubs a!nng the Easi K:l! 1o keep lhe waler clean and
provide critical habitat for fish and wildlife. These trees will provide long term henefits for local fish-

eries.

Gilboa- Cuneswlle siudentsplanted 793 nanve
trees and shrubs along the Scheharie Cresk
including flood tolerant Red maple and and Elder-
berry.

Greene County Soil and
Water Conservation District
(GCSWCD) in partnership
with New York City Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection hosted two student
plantings in May as part of the
Catskill Streams Buffer Initia-

tive (CSBI). and: Schohane;

“Watershed Month
ects were desigiied to help
remdenna} landowners protect
their property and enhance
natural habitats along stream
banks in the Schoharie Basin,
part of the New York City
watershed.

On Thursday May 5,
twenty Brooklyn, NY teens
from the Bushwick School for
Social Justice and the Acade-
my of Urban Planning planted
447 native trees and shrubs
along the East Kill, which
flows into the Schoharie

Sites with herbaceous vegetation and/for bare
soit provide minimal bank stabilization. Brooklyn
students visiting the NYC watershed plani native

species with deep roots, including this Redosier
dogwood, along 700 feet of the East Kill io
restare the riparian buffer.

Planting native trees to protect
streams and improve fisheries

Reservoir, part of the reservoir
system which provides unfil-
tered water to approximately
9 million people. In addition
to protecting water quality, the
goal of planting the 35 foot
wide streamside buffer along
700 feet of the East Kill is to

revegetaté the fiparian, cori- -
j=+ - "doi to enhance species'density #

and diversity while providing
‘long-term stream bank stabili-
ty.  Stream bank erosion
means property loss 1o
landowners, éxpensive road
maintenance for highway
crews, and fisheries degrada-
tion.

The planting area in Jew-
ett, NY was approved for
planting by the Catskill
Streams Buffer Initiative after
the development of a Riparian
Corridor Management Plan.
CSBI works with eligible

streamside landowners to
develop planting designs for
their property. The local ini-
tiative pays for conservation
plantings using native plant
materials.  For streamside
landowners, planting and
maintaining a healthy buffer

ofm_nauve ‘rees-and shrubs

plams is one'of thie most cost |

effective and self-sustaining

methods to protect streamside

property.

The 11th and 12th grade
students with their teachers
planted twenty one different
species in the riparian zone.
They have been participating
in GrowNYC's Environmental
Education Program which
included multiple water units
covering the city’s water sup-
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ply system and water hydrol-
ogy. In addition to the East
Kill planting, the students
have implemented planting
and muiching projects on
both their school campus and
the school’s neighborhood.

GrowNYC’s funding for the-

project came from the NYS
Department of Environmental
Conservation. Project design
and native plant materials
were provided by the Greene
County:Soil and Water Con-
servation District.

- The following week, fif-
teen Environmental Science
students  from  Gilboa-
Conesville Central School
planted 793 containerized
trees and shrubs along the
Schoharie Creek on Friday,
May 13. A 50 foot wide
riparian buffer of evergreen
trees, deciduous hardwoeds,
and shrubs was installed
along 950 feet to:provide
long-term stream bank stabi-
lization, enhance wildlife

habitat, and filter out sedi-
ments and pollutants. Ripari-

an buffers, designed to inter-
cept - surface runoff, have
been shown to be effective in
controlling nonpoint source
pollution by removing nutri-
ents, especially nitrogen and
sediment.

The riparian planting was
one of three restoration proj-
ects and a semester-long pro-
gram -of Watershed lessons
involving students from two
New York City schools and
four schools in the watershed.
This program was partially
funded by the Catskill Water-
shed Corporation through an
education grant awarded to

Grow NYC, which coordinat-
ed “the upstate-downstate
service learning effort.
Several tree planters won-
dered, “If a stream has a rTow
of mature trees, why do you
have to plant more?”. Keep-
ing a buffer zone of trees and
shrubs, especially in the first
50 to 100 feet, along stream
banks helps prevent erosion
and  protects  property,
increases habitat value, pro-

vides fisheries habitat, and

filters pollutants. Historical-
ly, flocdplain forests were
cleared for agricultural pur-
poses because of the mineral
rich soil. Now, local stream
management plans have iden-
tified areas that will benefit
from enhanced buffer width
and establishment of more
woody vegetation. Increas-
ing the area of trees and
shrubs along stream banks to

testore and enhance stream

babitat will provide multiple
benefits to the stream. Main-
taining large buffers and a
shaded environment along
streams is very important to a
healthy fish habitat. We

know that trout need colder

water to function than do
bass and other warmer water
species. Shaded stream tem-
peratures can be ten degrees

cooler than non-shaded
streams in the hot summer
months.

Reforestation of stream

" banks is perhaps the single

most important step that can
be taken to improve water
quality and stream health.
The Catskill Streams Buffer
Initiative, a voluntary stew-
ardship  program, offers

E-mail letters, press releases and
photos to the
Windham Journal at
windhamjournal@registerstar.com
Fax: 518-734-5179

streamside landowners tech-
nical assistance and financial
support for proactive planting
projects that can help create,
enhance or protect riparian
buffers, in turn reducing ero-
sion and improving habitat
for regional wildlife. To find
out if you are eligible to par-
tieipate in the CSBI program
contact Laura Weyeneth,
GCSWCD CSBI Coordina-
tor, at 518-622-3620 ¢r
laura@geswed.com. O, for
more information, visit
http: //cal&kﬂlstreams ora/CS
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